K-12 Students to Develop Innovative Solutions for \&ter Conservation
— Orange County Department of Education Launches War
INNOVATION NOW (WIN) CONTEST

COSTA MESA, CA, SEPTEMBER 17, 2008 — Water Unifit international conference on
water scarcity, global changes, and groundwateagement resources convened by the
University of California, Irvine (UCI) and UNESC@nnounces a partnership with the Orange
County Department of Education (OCDE) in the W#teovation Now (WIN) contest which
will challenge students from kindergarten througklfth grade to create presentations via
PowerPoint, video, or poster board that demonstnatgvative solutions to the water crisis.
Winning entries will be presented by students terimational delegates at the conference on
December 3, 2008.

“Climate variability, population growth, and expamgl urbanization are the types of global
changes that are adversely affecting water avéitppbhind leading to chronic water shortage,”
said Bill Cooper, Director and Professor, Urban &¥&esearch Center, University of California,
Irvine. “During the conference we will be sharimigas for innovative solutions and we are so
pleased to have the students from Orange Countg ¢heir ideas as well.”

William M. Habermehl, Orange County Superintendgrschools, stated, “Through this
collaboration, students will be empowered to sliae& creative solutions for water conservation
with representatives and scientists from aroundhitiéd, and they will be inspired to form a
partnership for global stewardship of the environtmA partnership of this sort has the capacity
to benefit the current generation and future geimr®to come.”

Over thirty companies have jumped on board to spoifie contest and to incentivize the
students to participate. Disney’s Environmentdlibyallenge, Action Sports Environmental
Coalition (ASEC), Ocean Institute, Quiksilver, WiythFoundation, Roxy, Element, Tavarua
Resort, Univision, Fuel TV and many more have dethagsh, prizes, and services to make the
contest irresistible to kids. The first place prige trip for the winner and his or her
parents/guardians to the Tavarua Resort in Fijafeurf vacation. Other prizes include “hang
out” sessions with professional athletes; surfars Rachado and Rochelle Ballard, and skaters
Danny Way, Bob Burnquist and Geoff Rowley.

“Through programs run by the Ocean Institute andd8anstructional Services and Inside the
Outdoors®, we can see that kids get it! They urtdadswhat pollution is doing to our planet and
the importance of preservation and conservaticortstf said Ana Rothwell, UCI-UNESCO
Youth Committee Chair. “Our job is to make it fuor kids and to help them in their efforts to be
spokespeople for our planet.”

The contest will begin the week of September 22arides are due on October 31, 2008.
Projects will be submitted through an online posttl up by OCDE and will be judged on
innovation, creativity, and knowledge about theiégsthey are focused on.

WIN Contest details are availablevatvw.win.ocde.us

For more information, please contact Ana Rothwé@|-UNESCO Youth Committee Chair, at
ana@ipwexperience.coor 714-754-7475, or Denise Antrim, Orange Coungp&rtment of
Education Science Coordinator,dantrim@ocde.usr 714-966-4381.







